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Winner of the 2006 Index on Censorship Freedom of Expression Awards
Companion volume to A Time For Machetes
Survivors of the Rwandan genocide tell their story
Illustrated throughout with photographs by Magnum photographer Raymond Depardon
Searing personal accounts; a unique historical document
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In Rwanda in 1994, five out of six Tutsis (800,000) were hacked to death with machetes by 
their Hutu neighbours. In the villages of Nyamata and N'tarama, where, in the first two 
days of the genocide, over 10,000 Tutsis were massacred in the churches where they 
sought refuge, Jean Hatzfeld interviewed some of the survivors.

Of all ages, coming from different walks of life, from orphan teenage farmers to the local 
social worker, fourteen survivors talk of the genocide, the death of family and friends in 
the church and in the marshes of Bugesera to which they fled. They also talk of their 
present life and try to explain and understand the reasons behind the extermination. 
These horrific accounts of life at the very edge contrast with Hatzfeld's own sensitive and 
vivid descriptions of Rwanda's villages and countryside in peacetime. Into the Quick of 
Life brings us, in the author's own words, Ôas close to (the event) as we can ever getÕ. It is a
unique insight into a genocide.

Outline

Born in Madagascar in 1949, novelist and journalist Jean Hatzfeld worked for several years
as foreign correpsondent for French daily newspaper Liberation, covering both the 
conflict in Yugoslavia and the Rwandan genocide. The third and final volume of his 
Rwandan trilogy, La Strategie des Antilopes , was published in French in 2007. He lives in 
Paris.
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A new edition of A Time for Machetes (9781852429881) also published Jan 2008, and 
previous editions of Into the Quick of Life (9781852428839) and A Time for Machetes  
(9781852428839) also published by SerpentÕs Tail

‘This harrowing work in its entirety is surely among the most powerful pieces of journalism 
of our generation’ Herald 
ÔOnly Primo Levi gets closer to what genocide meansÕ Venue 
ÔInto the Quick of Life, HatzfeldÕs second book, tells the stories of the Tutsi survivors of the 
genocide. It is as compelling a read. Sad, bewildered, pathetic people who lost kith and 
kin - often because they thought only of saving themselves. They are trying hard to forget,
while forgiveness is an alien notion. A decade on, victim and perpetrator are still frozen in
those 100 days the world ignoredÕ  Irish Independent

Other Info

JWXKBIC

ISBN-10 1 85242 989 5

SerpentÕs Tail T: 020 7841 6300 Distribution:  TBS
3A Exmouth  House F: 020 7833 3969 T: 01206 256000
London EC1R 0JH E: sales@serpentstail.com E: sales@tbs-ltd.co.uk


